





Is getting a divorce expensive?

A divorce does not have to be expensive, provided the
divorce is undefended. Most divorces are. The current
court fees for commencement are £300 upon issue
and £40 to obtain a decree absolute. In addition,
there are our costs. We can provide you with an
estimate of these.

You may also be able to claim your costs or a
proportion of them from your husband/wife if you
commence the divorce. We will be able to advise
you about this, although ultimately you remain
responsible for your own costs.

The costs in respect of the financial aspects of the
divorce are charged separately and in addition to the
costs of the divorce itself. You may be eligible for Public
Funding depending upon your financial circumstances.
We will be able to advise you as to whether you qualify.

Will | have to go to court?

Most divorces are dealt with in the county court.

In undefended cases there is no hearing as such unless
you are opposing a claim for costs being made against
you. You will not have to be present when your divorce

is granted.

Even if you have children under 18 and still in full
time education, you will not usually need to go

to court as the Judge will simply read the written
details you have given and decide that there is no
need for the court to intervene.

If the Judge has any queries or feels there are problems,
he may need to see you about the arrangements that
have been made for the children. This is an informal
hearing and nothing to worry about. No one except you
and the Judge need be present. Of course, it becomes
more complicated if both you and your husband/wife
want to have the children living with you. You may

have to go to court if you cannot agree about financial
matters or the children.

What if | do not want a divorce?

You could consider entering into a separation
agreement to deal with your finances and then
divorce at a later date.

If your husband/wife has applied for a divorce and you
do not admit the allegations made against you, then
it is your legal right to defend the divorce petition, but

this is easier said than done. Your first obstacle will

be the expense. In such cases there will be a court
hearing which you will need to attend. It is unlikely that
you would be granted public funding for the purpose of
defending a divorce.

If you are unable to defend the divorce, do not worry.
Except in exceptional circumstances, the allegations
made against you will not ‘blacken your character’ in the
eyes of the court and affect any decision it might have to
make, regarding finances or the children.

How long will it take to get
divorced?

If there are no major problems, getting divorced should
take approximately four to six months, however this will
depend on the level of conflict between you and your
husband/wife.

Remember, if you start the proceedings, you are free

to change your mind right up to the court pronouncing
the decree of divorce. Bear in mind that the decision to
seek a divorce is just as important as the decision to get
married and deserves careful thought.

If there is any prospect of reconciliation, we can put you
in touch with a number of agencies providing marriage
counselling and advice.

What about maintenance?

In some cases there may be a claim for maintenance in
favour of the wife or even the husband. This can be for
a limited period of time or may be ongoing, depending

upon the individual circumstances of the case.

We will assess the financial situation and advise you

as to what may be best for you and also how a court
may deal with your case. The intention is then to try and
negotiate a settlement as this will make a saving in

legal fees.

The amount of maintenance payable to a husband/
wife is rarely final - an application can be made to vary
the amount, if either of your circumstances change
sufficiently.








